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OPINION 1578 

Vespa triangulum Fabricius, 1775 (currently Philanthus triangulum ; 
Insecta, Hymenoptera): specific name conserved 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the specific name ruspatrix Linnaeus, 1767, as pub¬ 
lished in the binomen Vespa ruspatrix , is hereby suppressed for the purposes of the 
Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy. 

(2) The name triangulum Fabricius, 1775, as published in the binomen Vespa 
triangulum , is hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name ruspatrix Linnaeus, 1767, as published in the binomen Vespa ruspatrix 
and as suppressed in (1) above, is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and 
Invalid Specific Names in Zoology. 

History of Case 2608 

An application for the conservation of the specific name of the ‘bee-wolf’ Vespa 
triangulum Fabricius, 1775 was received from Dr W.J. Pulawski ( California Academy 
of Sciences, San Francisco, California, U.S.A.) on 2 June 1987. After correspondence 
the case was published in BZN 45: 34-35 (March 1988). Notice of the case was sent to 
appropriate journals. Comments in support from O. Lomholdt ( Zoologisk Museum, 
Kobenhavn, Denmark ) and J. Hamon (4 rue de Coteau, Gaillard, France ) were published 
in BZN 46: 45 (March 1989). 

A similar application was received on 12 November 1987 from Dr R.T. Simon 
Thomas ( Instituut voor Taxonomische Zoologie, Amsterdam, The Netherlands ), as 
noted on BZN 45: 35, who mentioned that (as well as being an apicultural pest) 
Philanthus triangulum is an important laboratory insect in the field of toxinological 
research (see, for example, Piek, T. et al. (1985), Philanthotoxins: a review of the 
diversity of actions on synaptic transmission. Pesticide Science , 16: 488-494). 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1989 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 45: 34-35. At the close of the voting period on 1 December 
1989 the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 27: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Halvorsen, Heppell, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Macpherson, Mahnert, Martins de 
Souza, Minelli, Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, Schuster, Starobogatov, 
Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — 1: Lehtinen. 


Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on an Official List and an Official 
Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 

ruspatrix, Vespa , Linnaeus, 1767, Systema Naturae , Ed. 12, vol. 1, part 2, p. 951. 
triangulum, Vespa , Fabricius, 1775, Systema Entomologiae, p. 373. 


